
 

 
 

The Guild of Catholic Lawyers 
of the 

Archdiocese of New York 
 

Twenty-eighth Annual Charles Carroll Award Reception 
 

in honor of 
 

Edward T. Mechmann, Esq. 
Assistant Director 

Family Life/Respect Life Office 
Archdiocese of New York 

 
Thursday, October 6, 2011 

 
Union League Club 

Park Avenue @ 37th Street 
New York City 

 
The Charles Carroll Award Reception will immediately follow 

The Annual Red Mass, which will begin at 6:00 p.m. 



The Charles Carroll Award 

 
The Award is named after the American patriot Charles Carroll of Carrolltown, the only Catholic 
signatory to the Declaration of Independence.  It is presented annually to a Catholic lawyer who has 
earned distinction in the profession or in public service by exemplifying integrity and the highest 
standards of professional conduct in the promotion and advancement of justice. 
 

Former Recipients 
 

 
ROBERT J. REILLY, ESQ. 

Feerick Center for Social Justice 
Fordham University School of Law 

 
PIERO A. TOZZÍ, J.D. 

Catholic Family and Human Rights Institute 
 

DOUGLAS W. WYATT, ESQ. 
Lincoln Hall 

 
PATRICIA M. HYNES, ESQ. 

Allen & Overy 
 

WILLIAM F. HARRINGTON, ESQ. 
Bleakley, Platt & Schmidt, LLP 

 
AMELIA J. UELMAN, ESQ. 

Director, Institute on Religion, Law and 
Lawyer’s Work 

Fordham University School of Law 
 

HON. LORETTA A. PRESKA 
United States District Judge,  

SDNY 
 

HIS EMINENCE EDWARD CARDINAL EGAN 
Archbishop of New York 

 
PAUL J. CURRAN, ESQ. 

Kaye Scholer LLP 
 

HON. JOSEPH P. SULLIVAN 
Appellate Division N.Y. Supreme Court 

 
HON. JOSEPH W. BELLACOSA 

New York State Court of Appeals 
 

HON. JOAN CAREY 
New York State Supreme Court 

 
HON. JOHN SPRIZZO 

United States District Judge, SDNY 

 
HON. PAUL CROTTY 

Corporation Counsel, City of New York 
 

HON. DENNIS VACCO 
New York State Attorney General 

 
HON. JOHN KEENAN 

United States District Judge, SDNY 
 

JAMES F. GILL, ESQ. 
Bryan Cave LLP 

 
HON. THOMAS GALLIGAN 

New York State Supreme Court 
 

HON. DENIS DILLON 
Nassau County District Attorney 

 
HON. JOHN MARCHI 

Senator, New York State Senate 
 

HON. MILTON WILLIAMS 
New York State Supreme Court 

 
MOST REV. ANTHONY BEVILACQUA 

Archbishop of Philadelphia 
 

JOHN FEERICK, ESQ. 
Dean, Fordham University School of Law 

 
HON. JOSEPH MCLAUGHLIN 

United States District Court, EDNY 
 

HON. FRANCIS MURPHY, PRESIDING JUSTICE 
Appellate Division, N.Y. Supreme Court 

 
HON. MALCOLM WILSON 

Former Governor of New York 
 

HON. EDWARD RE, CHIEF JUDGE 
Court of International Trade 



 
 
 
 

Edward T. Mechmann, Esq. 
 
 

 Edward T. Mechmann graduated from Columbia College magna cum laude in 1981 and 

from Harvard Law School cum laude in 1984.  He later received a Master of Arts in Religious 

Studies from the St. Joseph’s Seminary Institute of Religious Studies in 1994.  Following law 

school, he was an assistant United States Attorney in the Eastern District of New York from 

1984 to 1993 when he and his wife left to serve as lay missionaries in West Virginia.  Since 1994,  

he has been employed by the Archdiocese of New York, first as the Coordinator of the Public 

Policy Education Network, and presently as the Assistant Director of the Family Life/Respect 

Life Office.  Mr. Mechmann is the author of God, Society and the Human Person:   The Basics of 

Catholic Social Teaching and also assisted in the development of the marriage preparation 

booklet, Partners in Life and Love (Alba House, 1996).  He has written several articles on religion 

and law.  Mr. Mechmann has appeared before several state and federal legislative committees 

on Health Care Reform and Family Life/Respect Life issues.  He speaks often on these issues. 

 
 
 

Program 
 
 

 Invocation     Rev. George W. Rutler, S.T.D. 
 
 Opening Remarks and   Robert E. Crotty, President, 
 Introduction of Honoree   The Guild of Catholic Lawyers 
 
 Honoree’s Remarks    Edward T. Mechmann, Esq. 
 
 



 
 

The Guild of Catholic Lawyers 
Board of Governors 

 
President 

ROBERT E. CROTTY 
 

Executive Director 
JOHN J. O’CONNELL 

 
Vice President      Secretary 
NEIL MERKL      KEVIN C. REILLY 
 
Spiritual Director     Treasurer 
REV. GEORGE W. RUTLER    CHRISTINE E. TORMEY 
 

Past Presidents 
 
JOHN J. SWEENEY     GREGORY de SOUSA 
THOMAS A. BRENNAN    VINCENT M. McCONNELL 
JOSEPH T. GATTI     HON. DONALD J. SULLIVAN 
DOUGLAS W. WYATT    MATTHEW J. MARI 
ROY H. RUDD, JR.     CAROLYN N. CONABOY 
 
The Guild, established in 1928, is an organization of Catholic lawyers desirous of promoting the spiritual 
and professional welfare of its members.  Its interests lie in the natural law; in the intellectual 
advancement of professional skills; in upholding the highest standards and best traditions of the legal 
profession; and, in protecting and safeguarding civil, political and religious rights through appropriate 
legal measures.  The Guild annually sponsors the Red Mass invoking Divine guidance and blessings 
upon courts of law, judges and lawyers entrusted with the administration of justice and presents its 
Charles Carroll Award to a lawyer who has earned distinction in our profession. 



 
 

R.S.V.P. 
 

Please make ___ reservation(s) for the 
Charles Carroll Award Cocktail Reception 

In honor of  
Edward T. Mechmann, Esq. 

On Thursday, October 6, 2011 
at the Union League Club 
Park Avenue @ 37th Street, 

New York City. 
Name:  ________________________________ 
Firm:  ________________________________ 
Address: ________________________________ 

________________________________ 
Zip:  ________________________________ 
Telephone: ________________________________ 
Fax:  ________________________________ 
E-mail:  ________________________________ 

 
Please make checks payable to: 
The Guild of Catholic Lawyers 

Price:  $100 per person 
Kindly list guests on reverse side 

 
I cannot attend, 

But I will donate $______ towards the Reception 

Even if you are unable to attend, 
please complete your contact information 

so that we may invite you to future events. 

If you cannot attend the Red Mass, 
The Charles Carroll Award Reception 

at the Union League Club 
will begin at 7:00 p.m. 

 
 



 
 

Robert E. Crotty, Esq. 
Kelley Drye & Warren LLP 

101 Park Avenue 
New York,  NY  10178 



 

 
 

The Guild of Catholic Lawyers 
 

Invites you to its 
 

Annual Red Mass 
 

In honor of 
 

St. Thomas More 
 

Thursday, October 6, 2011 at 6:00 p.m. 
 

Church of Our Saviour 
 

59 Park Avenue, New York City 
 
 

Rev. George W. Rutler, S.T.D.  
Spiritual Counselor to The Guild of Catholic Lawyers 

Principal Celebrant and Homilist 
 
 

Charles Carroll Award Reception 
 

in Honor of 
 

Edward T. Mechmann, Esq. 
 

to follow at the  
 

Union League Club 
38 East 37th Street, New York City 


